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Abstract:

Inclusive education is a vital approach in providing equal learning opportunities for students of all abilities.
This paper explores the inclusive education practices at Bhavitha Center, Musheerabad, as a model of
effective implementation. Drawing on the principles of active learning and the vision set forth by the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the center provides an engaging and supportive environment for
students with diverse needs. This paper also discusses the central and state government initiatives that support
inclusive education, with an emphasis on statistics from relevant policy reports. Furthermore, the article
presents evidence of improved academic outcomes and social integration resulting from inclusive practices.

Challenges to expanding inclusive education, along with future directions, are also addressed.
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Introduction:

Inclusive education is a growing movement that aims to ensure all children, regardless of their physical,
intellectual, or emotional abilities, are provided with equal learning opportunities in mainstream classrooms.
As per National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, India is striving to implement inclusive education across the
country, beginning at the foundational level and extending into higher education (Government of India, 2020).
The emphasis on active learning in NEP 2020 supports this inclusion by promoting methods that are student-

centered and engaging, moving away from traditional rote learning practices (Ministry of Education, 2020).
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This paper examines the Bhavitha Center in Musheerabad, a prominent example of inclusive education,
where children with disabilities and their peers learn together in a supportive environment. Bhavitha Center
embodies the principles of NEP 2020 through its use of active learning strategies and individualized learning
plans (ILPs). It also collaborates with government agencies to access resources that facilitate inclusive

education, making it a model institution in the field.

Government Support and Policies on Inclusive Education:

The central and state governments in India have implemented various initiatives to support inclusive
education. The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), for instance, has played a critical role in integrating children
with disabilities into the mainstream education system (Ministry of Education, 2022). According to the
Ministry of Education, over, 7% of students in public schools have special needs, highlighting the growing
demand for inclusive education practices (Ministry of Education, 2023). In Telangana alone, more than 500
schools have adopted inclusive education models, and the state government has invested over X220 crore in
recent years to enhance these initiatives (Telangana Government, 2023).

Bhavitha Center benefits from such policies and leverages central schemes like the Integrated Education
for Disabled Children (IEDC) to provide necessary resources and support for its students. These
collaborative efforts between the government and educational institutions are essential to ensuring that

children with disabilities have access to high-quality education.

Active Learning and NEP 2020’s Vision:

The NEP 2020 emphasizes the importance of active learning as a key strategy in inclusive classrooms
(Government of India, 2020). Active learning focuses on engaging students in hands-on, collaborative tasks
that encourage critical thinking, problem-solving, and interaction. These methods are particularly beneficial
in inclusive classrooms, where students with diverse abilities and learning needs can participate meaningfully

in the educational process.

At Bhavitha Center, the integration of active learning strategies, such as group projects, interactive
multimedia tools, and sensory-based learning, ensures that all students are actively engaged in the
curriculum. These methods are aligned with NEP 2020’s goal of creating a more inclusive and student-

centered education system (Government of India, 2020).

Statistical Evidence of Impact:

The impact of inclusive education is supported by significant data. Studies indicate that students with
disabilities who attend inclusive schools are 25% more likely to pursue higher education compared to those
in segregated environments (World Bank, 2022). In India, a report by the National Institute of Educational
Planning and Administration (NIEPA) found that inclusive schools demonstrate higher engagement

levels and improved academic outcomes (NIEPA, 2023). Furthermore, in Telangana, inclusive schools have
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seen a 15% increase in pass rates for students with disabilities over the past five years, demonstrating the

positive impact of these initiatives (Telangana Government, 2023).

Challenges and Future Directions

While inclusive education in India has made significant strides, several challenges remain. Schools often
require additional resources, teacher training, and policy support to fully integrate students with special needs
into mainstream classrooms (Ministry of Education, 2023). Bhavitha Center, however, has demonstrated that
these challenges can be overcome with the right combination of active learning strategies, individualized

support, and community involvement.

To fully realize the vision of inclusive education outlined in NEP 2020, continued investment in teacher
training, educational technology, and emotional and social learning is necessary. Schools must focus on

fostering not only the academic growth of students but also their emotional and social development.

Conclusion:

Inclusive education is essential for creating a society where all students have equal access to learning
opportunities. The Bhavitha Center in Musheerabad stands as a model for successful implementation of
inclusive practices, supported by government initiatives and guided by the principles of NEP 2020. By
incorporating active learning strategies, the center ensures that students of all abilities can meaningfully
engage with the curriculum. The data reflects the positive impact of these practices on student outcomes,
demonstrating that inclusive education is not only effective but also necessary for fostering a more equitable

educational system.
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