www.ijcrt.org © 2021 IJCRT | Volume 9, Issue 2 February 2021 | ISSN: 2320-2882

IJCRT.ORG ISSN : 2320-2882 |

éb INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE
/ RESEARCH THOUGHTS (1JCRT)
Qp & An International Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

THE CONCEPT OF ANATOMY IN SRI
HAYAGRIVA STOTRAM OF SRI VEDANTA
DESIKA

Prof.N.Kannan, Dr.V.Vasudevan,
Head of the Department, Research Scholar,
Department of Oriental Studies and Research,
SASTRA Deemed to be University, Thanjavur, Tamilnadu

Abstract: Of the many erudite Sanskrit scholars, some stood above others for their uniqueness and their significant contributions to
the world. The most prominent among them is the unequalled versatile genius and greatly honoured poet of the thirteenth century
Svamr Sri Desika. At the age of twenty, Svami Sri Desika exhibited an astounding ability to compose poems, spontaneously
combining Philosophy and Devotion. The vastness of his knowledge can be compared to that of an ocean. Those who delve deep
into the realm of his compositions can gather numerous pearls, science being one among them. This paper deals with one concept
of anatomy revealed through the opening stanza of Sri Hayagriva stotram of ‘the Lion of Poesy and Logic’ namely Kavi Tarkika
Kesari.

Index Terms - Anatomy, Vulnerable spot, Marma sthana, Svami Sri DeSika, S¥T Hayagriva Stotram.

INTRODUCTION:

Svami Sri Desika, an unequalled Vaishnavite Acarya of the 13th century, mastered all branches of learning as we find in
his remark in one of his works thus:

Vimsatyabda visruta Nanavidha-Vidyah| (Sankalpa Siryodayam - Act 1)
Meaning: One who has mastered various branches of learning at the age of twenty.

At the age of twenty, Svamr Sri Desika exhibited an astounding ability to compose poems, spontaneously combining
Philosophy and Devotion. The vastness of his knowledge can be compared to that of an ocean. He has been rightly honoured as
‘the Lion of Poesy and Logic’ thus Kavi Tarkika Kesari. He has carved himself a ‘niche’ as an expounder of Prapatti Marga to
the world which was already revealed by the great philosopher Sri Ramanujacarya. Those who delve deep into the realm of his
compositions can gather numerous pearls, science being one among them.

SrT Hayagriva Stotram is Hymn in thirty-two stanzas on Lord Hayagriva, the Supreme form of Lord Vispuknown for
learning, composed by Svami Sr7 Desika. When the poet had divine Darsan of the Lord in the hills of Thiruvahindrapuram, he
went into raptures and the most popular and powerful hymn known as the “Sr7 Hayagriva Stotram” started flowing like nectar in
praise of Him. The strength of this stotram is to enhance the learning faculty.

Tradition says that the above Stotram is recited for curing neuro-problems of human beings. This paper makes an attempt
to reveal a concept of anatomy interwoven in the opening stanza of Sr7 Hayagriva Stotram, taking supporting evidence from
Susruta samhita through Vedic Numerical Code (or Katapaya coding).

Katapayadi Coding Scheme

Vedic Scholars adopted a different but convenient system of letter notation called the Katapayadi or Vedic Numerical
code.
In this system,

The consonants (Vyarijanas) beginning with ka (%), ta (€), pa (9) andya () referred the digits from 1 to 9 (i.e. letters from
ka (%) to jha (), from ta () to dha () denote 1 to 9;
pa (9) to ma (W) stand for 1 to 5;
letters from ya (¥) to ha (8) represent the digits 1 to 8;

the nasals 7ia (37) and na (d) denote 0;
in the case of conjunct consonants, the number denoted only by the last consonant is taken
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the vowels following consonants have no value

the arrangement of the digits is from right to left as per the rule arkanam vamato gatih (g It Tll%l:)

the letter Ja (8) peculiar to the Dravidian languages, represent 9.

The rule is:

kadi nava, tadi nava,padi paiica, yadyastau

Kadi nava means ka and the following eight letters.
tadi nava means ta and the following eight letters.
Padi parica means pa and the following four letters.
Yadyastau means ya and the following seven letters.
Ksa represents zero.

To make this more clear and understandable, the notation is given by the following table:

Table 1. Vedic Numerical Code (Katapayadi system)

Category | 3 14 5 6 7 8 |9 0
Kadinava | * |9 |7 |H® (4 |8 | |F |&

ka | kha | ga | gha | na | ca | cha | ja | jha | fia
Tadinava < | & € | e 7 d gq q ) G|

ta | tha | da| dha | na | ta tha | da | dha | na
Padipanca T1% 9. il

pa | pha | ba | bha | ma

)

Yadyastau g | T & |49 A | q g &

ya | ra la | va | sa | sha | sa ha | la Ksa

Hence,

a) The Vowels are not included in the list.

b) They are exempted because; only the consonants with vowels are assigned numbers.
¢) In conjunct consonants, the last consonant alone is to be coded.

Opening stanza of Sri Hayagriva stotram

e e © o

JIATE<HY qd HW%?I%‘{I
IR, Gl Eaelia g |
Transliteration of the Opening stanza of Sri Hayagriva stotram

Jjhanananda mayam devam nirmalasphatikakrtim /
adharam sarva vidyanam hayagrivamupasmahe [/
Meaning of the opening stanza of Sr7 Hayagriva Stotram
We meditate upon Lord Hayagriva, One who has the head of a horse, who is the personification of knowledge and bliss,

whose form is like a flawless crystal and who is the support and citadel of all branches of learning.

Table.2 Vedic Numerical Coding of the opening stanza of Sr7 Hayagriva Stotram

Line 1 0 0 0 8 5 1 8 4
Line 2 0 5 3 2 1 1 1 6
Line 3 0 9 2 7 4 4 1 0
Line 4 8 1 2 4 5 1 5 8

The total of all the 32 single digit numbers yields 106, which represents the Vulnerable spots in Human anatomy.

About Vulnerable spots of the body (FHETI)

The human body has several sensitive points called vulnerable spots or ‘marma sthana’ by the great sage Susruta, who
lived in 6th century BCE. In one of the parts titled Sarira sthanam of Susruta samhita the author has given details about 107
Vulnerable points of the body in the 6th chapter. The word marma sthana in Sanskrit connotes vital or Vulnerable or hidden parts
of the body. The Sage susruta has given the divisions these vulnerable points as below:

Verses mentioning the total of Vulnerable spots:
Ay m:ﬁ T Q_ o o (VN
[ N . Sl‘Tla_l_ a:rgl_ o A~ .

VNN = N <

Gles T el AT | (G - TN.6.3-4)
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Transliteration:

Tatraikadasa mamsamarmani ekacatvarimsat siramarmani
Saptavimsatih snayumarmani astavasthimarmani vimsatih
Sandhimarmani ceti tadetat saptottaram marmasatam | (Susrutasamhita sarira.6.3-4)

Meaning:
There are 107 vulnerable spots in the human body, among which 8 are bone related spots and 20 are joint related spots.
Verses about the varieties of Vulnerable spots:

ATHRIERIFHRA Al Wafed
SN o aTg%[ ‘al
N N ¢ < by

IqULHIETGRT AJqT I8

et g Ta BiEd) | (AR TR 6.5-6)

Grivam pratyiirdhvam saptatrimsSat /1 (Susrutasamhita sarirA.6.5-6)

Transliteration:
Tesamekadasaikasmin sakthi bhavanti
Etenetarasakthi bahii ca vyakhyatau /
Udarorasordvadasa caturdasa prsthe
Meaning:

The Vulnerable spots are according to the following varieties:

Table.3 The Vulnerable spots

Parts of the body | Number of Vulnerable spots | Total
The two Thighs | 11 each 22
The two arms 11 each 22
Stomach / chest | 12 12
Back 14 14
Neck and above | 37 37
Total Number of Vulnerable spots 107

Svami SrT Desikawho is a versatile Genius has given the list of all these 107 Vulnerable spots mentioned by Susruta, in
the opening sloka itself in a remarkable manner as evident from the following table:

Table.4 Vulnerable spots mentioned by Svami Sri Desika in the opening Sloka

SNo | Word from Sloka of Svami Sri Desika | Number found by decoding Number of Vulnerable spots
1 o1, RS ‘j]at[ 0927441081, the total of all these | 36 up to the neck, whereas Susruta
single digit numbers yields 36 mentions 37

(3TN, means up to neck)

2 S s Nl 5800085, the total of the all these | Sinew - related Vulnerable spots are 26
Y, Heg[[~H. d(which is an indication single digit numbers yiclds 26
for snayu marmas)

3 Sum of all 32 single-digit numbers

e o © [N o
qerd 3d feroERRmERE)
IR, Gt STl iagRE |

of the opening stanza.

Total number of Vulnerable spots in the
Human body is 106, whereas Susruta
mentions 107

Thus, an in-depth analysis of Sy Hayagriva Stotram itself will, not only explore traditional source of ideas and knowledge, but
also fetch variety of novel materials hitherto unknown to even Modern Science.

CONCLUSION:
A reader of Svami Sr Desika’s works will identify him as not only a colossus in philosophy of Srivaishnavism and a
prolific author in many languages, but as one of the greatest scientists ever lived if he delves deep into the realm of his literature.
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