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ABSTRACT

ThisresearchpaperaimstoexaminetheessenceofColonialism andUnderdeveloped

andtodeterminehowbothplayedaroletosubverted‘thethirdword’anditscivilianswithin.It

willalsostudythepsycheofthecoloniserandthecolonised.Colonialperiodhadbeenavery

traumaticexperienceforthenatives.Thecoloniserstreatedthem asconcqured.Theyimposed

theirlikinganddislikingonthenatives.Thecolonisersdevaluated,disempowered,appropriated,

andhumiliatedthecolonised.Thethirdworldbecameaplaceofmerrymakingandexploitation.

TheOccidentdevelopedbuttheywillinglyexploitedtheEasttoremainunderdeveloped.The

effectofthisUnderdevelopmentcreatedthegroupsoflandlordsandsubalternsinthethird

worldandIndia.ThoughtheEnglishleftIndiain1947buttheirplacewasoccupiedbylandlords.

Theystartedexploitingthesubalterns.Adiga's,characterBalram Halwaiisavictim ofthis

system.ButAdigadoesnotconfinehischaracterslikeAnglophonenovelists.Hegivesthem

opportunitytochallengetheexistingsystem ofsuppressionandexploitation.

KEYWORDS:Colonialism,underdevelopment,postcolonialism,thethirdworld,landlords,

subaltern.

INTRODUCTION

TherootwordofPostcolonialism isColonialism.AccordingtotheOxfordEnglishDictionary

(OED)colonialism is:
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Asettlementinanewcountry…Abodyofpeoplewhosettleinanewlocality,forminga

communitysubjecttoorconnectedwiththeirparentstate;thecommunitysoformed,

consistingoftheoriginalsettlersandtheirdescendantsandsuccessors,aslongasthe

connectionwiththeparentsstateiskeptup.(Loomba7)

Hence,colonialism indicatesthetotalcontrolofthecolonisersontheresourcesandlandsofthe

colonised.FrantzFanoninhismagnum opusworkTheWretchedofTheEarthwrites,“The

causeistheconsequence;youarerichbecauseyouarewhite,youarewhitebecauseyouare

rich.”(Loomba25)ThedifferencebetweentheOccidentandtheOrientwasetchedouton

groundofblackandwhite,richandpoorculture,belief,traditionetc.Highlightingtheeffectof

colonialism onthemindandpsycheofthecolonisedFanoncomments,“Colonisedpeopleas

notsimplythosewhoselabourhasbeenappropriatedbutthoseinwhosesoulaninferiority

complexhasbeencreatedbythedeathandburialofit’slocalculturaloriginality.”(Loomba26)

Colonialism expanded thecontactbetween theEastand theWest.Italso promoted the

exchangeofideasandimages.Inresult,theWestdevelopedstereotypesabouttheEast.They

treatedthemselvestobesuperior,rational,civilized,intellectual,educatedwhiletheOrienttobe

inferior,irrational,savage,illiterate,snakecharmers,cannibals,wild,black,nude,violent,sensual,

ill-mannered,andbarbaric.Hence,theOrientwastobe‘other’andaperpetualthreattodisrupt

anddefiletheOccident’scivilisedsociety.Accordinglythesestereotypebecamethestepping

stonesfortheOccidenttohumiliateandtolodgetheinjusticeontheOrient.Gilmanwrites:

Stereotypeinvolvesareductionofimageandideastoasimpleandmanageableform,

ratherthansimpleignoranceorlackof‘real’knowledge,itisamethodofprocessing

information.Thefunctionofstereotypeistoperpetuateanartificialsenseofdifference

between‘self’and‘other’(Loomba55)

TheOrienttooktimetounderstandthisdiscriminationandtogiveabefitting reply.Nehruinhis

legendarynarrationofPostcolonialitywrites:“Amomentcomes,whichcomesbutrarelyin

history,whenwestepoutfrom theoldtothenew;whenanageends;andwhenthesoulofa

nationlongsuppressedfindsutterance(Gandhi6).TheseinfluenceswerevisibleinIndian

literaturetoo.

ArvindAdiga’sTheWhiteTigeriscriticisedforapocryphalportrayalofitscharacters.Itissetin

PostcolonialIndia.ThenovelmovesaheadAnglophoneNovels.Ittalksaboutthememoryof

atrocitiesimposeduponthenativesduringcompanyreign.Ashcroftetal’scommentbecome

importanthere:

ThePost-Colonialtextisalwaysacomplexandhybridizedformation.Itisinadequateto

readiteitherasareconstructionofpuretraditionalvaluesorassimplyforeignand
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intrusive.Thereconstructionof‘pure’culturalvalueisalwaysconductedwithinaradically

altereddynamicofpowerrelations.(Ashcroftetal.108-109)

In mostofthe Anglophone novels the subalterns are presented as victims,suppressed,

punished.Adigapresentssubalternswhochangetheirstatusfrom povertytoanentrepreneur.

ToralGajrawalastates:

Thenovelbreakswithrealistictraditionsofrepresentingpovertyandbackwardnessin

IndianAnglophoneLiterature.Insteaditpossessesachallengetoprogressivetraditions

byframingthemaincharactersrevoltinFanoniantermswhichchallengesboththe

traditionofleftistmovementpoliticsaswellastheliberaldiscourseofrightsand

privileges.”(Gajrawala21)

Adiga’scharacterBalram Halwaiishighlyinfluencedwithglobalisation.Halwai,representsa

voicewhoiscapableofexploringtheworldanddecidinghisownlifeandfate.HeisnotBakha

ofMulkRajAnanadorDukhiofMistry’sAFineBalancewhowillbearthehumiliationbutone

whostandsforhisrightsandmaygotoanyextremeeventomurder,toachievehisgoal.

Sankaran Krishna in his book Globalization and Postcolonialism points out that the

Underdevelopmentapproach raises many questions forunequaldevelopmentand global

inequalityasheappropriatelyelucidatesthatahandfulnationsin theWestswelled their

prosperityandaffluenceandbecamedevelopedonthecostof,“ConquestoftheNewWorldand

thecolonisationofAsiaandAfrica.”(Krishna16)TheUnderdevelopmentschoolofthought

states,“ThethirdworldwasnotundevelopedduringthecenturiesinwhichcountrieslikeBritain,

TheUnitedStatesorGermanyachievedtheirtake-offs.”(Krishna16)Moreover,thecolonized

newworld,AsiaandAfricawere,“ActivelyUnderdevelopedduringthattime.”(Krishna16)The

rootcause ofUnderdevelopmentin Asia and Africa was colonialism as Krishna states,

“Underdevelopedsocietyisonethatwaspartoftheworldeconomicsystem oftradeand

exchange,butinasubservientpositionandexploitedinwaysthatprimarilybenefitedthe

WesternColonialpowers.”(Krishna16)Colonialism leftthesubalternsunderdeveloped,only

landlordsdeveloped,“Althoughacertaindegreeofeconomicgrowthandprosperitydidoccuras

partofunderdevelopment,itwasconfinedtonarrow enclavesandbenefitedonlytheelite

classes,whileleavingtherestofsocietyworseoff.”(Krishnan16)

Itbecomesunavoidabletodiscusstheimpactofcolonialism andlandlordsonthethirdworld

anditscommonpeople.Bothplayedvillainsrole,inAdiga’sTheWhiteTigerthevillainsarenot

theEnglishbutthelandlordsofthenativeland.Theyarecarryingforwardtheimageofmaster,

ruler,dictator,andoppressor.Kim Knottcomments:

Thereweregreathopesthat,afterIndianindependence,theseculargovernmentofIndia

wouldchange…throughlaw.Suchchangehasbeendisappointinglyslowandevenwhen

newActswerebroughtin,theyproveddifficulttoenforceagainsttheweightofreligious
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andsocialtraditionandtheforceofrestedinterest.(Knott91)

Balram Halwaiisbornofbasestocks.Heisasonofarickshaw puller.Heis‘halfbaked’in

educationandpassinghislifeinsocioeconomicdisparity.Educationistheprominenttoolto

changethesociety.SwamiVivekanandstates,“Theonlyservicetobedoneforourlowerclass

istogivethem education,todeveloptheirlostindividuality…Nowifthemountaindoesnotcome

toMohammad,Mohammadmustgotomountain.Ifthepoorboycannotcometoeducation,

educationmustgotohim.”(Tattwavidanand 60-61)Thoughhisfatherisilliteratebuthewas“a

manwithaplan”(Adiga27)HecouldhaveservedthelandlordsofhisvillageLaxmangarghbut

hechosetopullrickshawandremainfreefrom theirslavery.Hehadbeenhumiliatedallhislife

forbeingilliterateandpoor.Hesays,“Mywholelife,Ihavebeentreatedlikeadonkey.AllIwant

isthatonesonofmine…shouldlivelikeaman.”(Adiga30)

ThelandlordshavetotalcontroltheresourcesofLxmangargh.Peopleofthevillagecannoteven

breathfreelywithoutpayinganycosttothem.Halwaidescribesthattherearefourlandlordsin

thevillageandtheyhavebeennamedfortheirpeculiarqualitiesofexploitations.Thefirstis

Storkwho,“ownedtheriver…andhetookacutofeverycatchoffishcaughtbyeveryfisherman

intheriverandatollfrom everyboatmanwhocrossedtheriver”(Adiga24-25)Thesecondone

ishisbrotherWildBoar.He“ownedallthegoodagriculturallandaroundLaxmangargh.Ifyou

wantedtoworkonthoselands,youhadtobowdowntohisfeet,andtouchthedustunderhis

slippers.(Adiga25)ThethirdoneistheRaven,he,“Ownedtheworstland…andtookacutfrom

thegoatherdswhowentuptheretogazewiththeirflocks.(Adiga25)Andthefourthoneisthe

Buffaloandhewasthegreediestamongthefour,“Hehadeatenuptherickshawsandtheroads.

Soifyouranarickshaw…Youhadtopayhim hisfeed–one-thirdofwhateveryouearned,no

less.”(Adiga25)Fourofthem havecollectivelyexploitedanddrainedoutthehardworked

earningsofthevillagers.

ThepeopleofLaxmangarghareleftwithverylesschoicestoselect.Eitherstayinthevillageand

beexploitedbytheselandlordsormigratefrom thevillage.Inresulttherewasabulkmigration

from Laxmangarghtocities.Halwaidescribes,“Eachyearthemeninthevillage…Wenttothe

stationandrushedintothetrains-packingtheinside,hangingfrom therailings,climbingonto

theroofs-andwenttoDelhi,CalcuttaandDhanbadtofindwork.”(Adiga26)

Therichunderdevelopedthepoor,andpoorunderdevelopedeachother.Halwaipointsoutthe

lootofgovernmentprogrammesmeantforthepoorboys:

Agovernmentprogrammegaveeveryboythreerotiyellowdaalandpicklesatlunchtime.

Butwenevereversawrotis,yellowdaal,orpickles,andeveryoneknewwhy:Theschool

teacherhadstolenourlunchmoney…Onceatruckcameintotheschoolwithuniforms

thatthegovernmenthadsentforus…Butaweeklatertheyturnedupforsaleinthe

neighbouringvillage.(Adiga33)
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ThereisaquestintheheartandmindofHalwai’sparents.Theywanttobefreefrom the

exploitationofthelandlords.Unfortunatelytheycouldnotsailoutofthisatrociousumbrella.

HowevertheywanttheirsonHalwaitomakeithappen.TheysendHalwaitoschooltostudy.

ThoughtheEnglishhavegone,theirmemoryofexploitationremainswithIndians,inboth

concreteandabstractshape.BlackFortisoneoftheconcreteshapethatremindsthem double

exploitation-theEnglishandthenativelandlords.ThoughtheEnglishhavegonetheirplaceof

exploitationoftheweakisoccupiedbytheLandlordsandShukars.Balram states,“India,has

neverbeenfree.”(Adiga21)Hecommentsfurther,“FirsttheMuslims,thentheBritishbossedus

around.1947theBritishleft,butonlyamoronwouldthinkthatwebecamefreethen.”(Adiga22)

HalwaiisnotscaredoftheBlackFort.Hewantsandtriestoclimbonit.Halwaisgrandmother

Kusum treatsitillomen.Becauseitwasprohibitedtogotoneartoit.Tryingtoenterortoenter

BlackFortwasasymbolofdisruptingorchallengingthehierarchyestablishedsinceagesand

generations,“NowtheforeignershavelongabandonedtheBlackFort,andatribeofmonkeys

occupiedit,”(Adiga22)

IthadbeenverychallengingforHalwaitoclimbontheBlackFort.Hehadfaceinnumerable

hurdlestoreachontheFort’stop,“Iswam throughthepond,walkupthehill,wentintothe

doorway,andenteredtheBlackFortforthefirsttime…Puttingmyfootonthewall,Ilookeddown

onthevillagefrom there.”(Adiga41-42)HalwaiisborninPost-colonial,independentIndia.The

governmentisexpectedtoprovidethebasicfacilitiestoitscivilianswithoutanydiscrimination.

However,theseexpectationsdonotexistontheground.Halwai,writestothePremierofChina,

“Indiaistwocountriesinone;an‘IndiaofLight’andan‘IndiaofDarkness’.”IndiaofLightstands

forelites,capitalists,industrialists,sahukar’sandlandlordswhilethe‘IndiaofDarkness’stands

forthesuppressed,marginal,laboursandsubalterns.Adigametaphoricallycomparesthe‘India

ofDarkness’tolotusesandlilieswhilethe‘IndiaofLight’towaterbuffalo.Thelandlordsare

eatingtothesubalternsasthewaterbuffaloiseatingtothelotusesandlilies.

‘IndiaofLights’isenjoyingalladvantageswhilethe‘IndiaofDarkness’iscutofeven,“Drinking

water,electricity,sewagesystem,publictransportation,senseofhygiene,discipline,courtesyor

punctuality.”(Adiga4)Theleveloflivingstandardandtheirpoverty,miserycanbeguessedfrom

Halwai’sStatementuponhismother’sdeath,“Mymother’sbodyhadbeenwrappedfrom headto

toeinsaffronsilkcloth…Idon’tthinkshehadeverhadsuchafinethingtowearinherlife.”(Adiga

16)Healthandhygieneofthechildrentooarescary,“Children-tooleanandshortfortheirage,

and with oversize heads from which vivid eyes shine,like the guiltyconscience ofthe

governmentofIndia.”(Adiga20)

DuetothelackofpropereducationandemploymentthevillagerslikeKishanaretrappedinthe

handsofSahukar’sandlandlords.TonarratetheplightofthethesepeopleAdigausesthe

metaphorofRoosterCoop.Halwaistates:

GotoDelhi,behindtheJamaMasjidandlookatthewaytheykeepchickensthereinthe
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market.Hundredofpalehensandbrightlycolouredroosters,stuffedlightlyintowire-

meshcages,packedastightlyaswormsinabelly,peckingeachother,jostlingjustfor

breathingspace,thewholecagegivingoffahorriblestench-thestenchofterrified,

featheredflesh.Onthemoderndeskabovethiscoopsitsagriningyoungbutcher,

showingoffthefleshandorgansofarecentlychopped–upchicken,stilloleaginouswith

acoatingofdarkblood.Theroostersinthecoopsmellsthebloodfrom above.Theysee

theorgansoftheirbrothers lyingaroundthem.Theyknowthey’renext.Yettheydonot

rebel.Theydonottrytogetoutofthecoop.(Adiga173)

Themetaphorofcoop,chickenandbutchercanbeseeninIndiansociety.LenaKhorwrites,“In

thisextendedmetaphor,theyoungthebutcherrepresentstherich,whilethehensandroosters

representthepoor.”(Khor46).Moreover,“Boththebutcherandthechickensareawarethatone

isprofitingfrom thelifebloodoftheotherbutneitherattemptstochangethesituation.”(Khor

46)Bothchickensandunderdevelopedarefightingtoomuchamongthemselvestobein

positiontochangethesituationandtherichlandlords,sahukarsandleadersarefatteningtheir

bellyandwantthesituationtoremainthesameforever.Thisiswhatthemethodinwhichthe

RoosterCoopworks,pooraretreatedlikechickens,likeanimalsandcontrarytoitstandsthe

butcher,animageofcruelityandharshness.Heisgettingricheronthecostofchickenslifeand

blood.Thelandlords–waterBuffalo,theRaven,theStorkandWildBoarallhaveappliedthe

samekindofexploitation,crueltyandinsensitivitytobecomerichagainstilliterateandpoor

villagers.Khoradds,“andthusitistheirdestinytofattentherichaslabourinthesamewaythat

chickensfeedhumanbeingsliterally.”(Khor47)

Halwaidescribesthat99.9percent IndiansarecaughtintheRoosterCoopandtheyhave

acclimatisedthemselvesaccordingly.Theyaresoprocessedthathavestoppedrebellingor

raisingtheirvoicefortheirownright.Theyhavebecomementallyparalysed.Themindofthese

99.9havebecomesodull,numbandreluctantthatiftheyfindsuitcasefullofmoney,theywill

notuseitfortheirupliftbuttheywillcalltothepoliceandwillreturnittothem,becausethe

RoosterCoopworksupontheirmind.

Neverbeforein humanhistoryhavesofew owedsomuchtosomany,Mr.Jiabao.A

handfulofmeninthiscountryhavetrainedtheremaining99.9percent–asstrong,as

talented,asintelligentineveryway–toexistinperpetualservitude;aservitudesostrong

thatyoucanputthekeyofhisemancipationinaman’shandandhewillthrowitbackat

youwithacurse.(Adiga176)

Adiga’sRoosterCoopseemstobethereplicaofKrishna’stheoryof“developed”westonthe

underdevelopmentofthe“thirdworld”.IncolonialperiodtheOccidentcontrolledtheassetsof

theOrientsandthesamekindofexploitationwasimposedbythelandlordsonpoor.They

appliedmultipletoolsthatisrepresentedbyRoosterCoop.ThejailsofDelhiandothercitiesare

fulloffullofdriversbecausetheresponsibilityofaccidentcommittedbytherichwasshiftedon



www.ijcrt.org ©2022IJCRT|Volume10,Issue3March2022|ISSN:2320-2882

IJCRT2203345 InternationalJournalofCreativeResearchThoughts(IJCRT)www.ijcrt.org d45

anypoordriver.Thedriverwasofferedahandsomemoneyandfamilysecurityfortakingthe

responsibilityoftheaccidentandgoingtojail.Halwaitoo,isnearlytrappedinthisRoosterCoop.

PinkyMadam committedanaccidentasperthelawandmoralitysheshouldbepunishedandgo

tojail,butthewaterBuffalointervenesandasksH;awaitotaketheresponsibilityoftheaccident.

Hecouldnotrefusetheirorderandacceptedit.Suchistheplightofpoorandthewaythe

RoosterCoopworks,“WhatIam describingtoyouhereiswhathappenstodriversinDelhi

everyday…ThejailsofDelhiarefullofdriverswhoaretherebehindbarsbecausetheyaretaking

theblamefortheirgood,solidmiddleclassmasters.”(Adiga168-169)

HalwaitellsthemethodtoMrJiabaothewaytheRoosterCoopworksandhowtherichtrapthe

poorinitandwhatcostshe/hehadtopaytobreakit:

WhydoestheRoosterCoopwork?Howdoesittrapsomanymillionsofmenandwomen

soeffectively?SecondlycanamanbreakoutoftheCoop?Whatifoneday,forinstance,a

drivertookhisemployersmoneyandran?Whatwouldhislifebelike?

Iwillanswerbothforyou,sir.

Theanswertothefirstquestionisthattheprideandgloryofournation,therepositoryof

allourloveandsacrifice,thesubjectofnodoubtconsiderablespaceinthepamphletthat

thePrimeMinisterwillhandovertoyou,theIndianfamily,isthereasonwearetrapped

andtiedtotheCoop.

Theanswertothesecondquestionisthatonlyamanwhoispreparedtoseehisfamily

destroyed–haunted,beatenandburnedalivebythemaster-canbreakoutoftheCoop.

Thatwouldtakenonormalhuman.

Itwould,infact,takeaWhiteTiger.Youarelisteningtothestoryofasocialentrepreneur,

sir.(Adiga176-177)

Thisisveryclearfrom theabovestatementthatonewillhavetobestrongenoughandalways

bereadytosacrificeher/hisfamily.However,Halwaihadthegutstochallengethiscoop.hehas

thewillpowertodosomethingdifferent.Hehadcouragetodefytheexistingchain.Hekilledhis

masterMr,AshokandrantoBanglore.Hebecameanentrepreneur.Hestartedtaxiservices.

Though,itisverydisappointingthatMr.Ashokwhowasveryliberal,supportiveanddoesnot

behaverudelywithHalwaiiskilledwhiletheotherlandlords-theStork,theRaven,theWater

Buffalo-remainuntouched.Moreover,inHalwai’sview,toescapetheRoosterCooponemust

havetobereadytobecomeabnormalhumanbeing,“afreak,apervertofnature,”(Adiga176)

IncoloniestheColonisers(thewest)demoralisethecolonisedonthegroundofculture,living

styleandtreatthem asfilthy,savage.Inresultthecolonisedlosetheirconfidence,culture,
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tradition,faithandlivingstyle.Thecolonisedbecomepowerless,devaluated,duplicate,hybrid,

domesticated,accommodated,dominatedandcontrolled.Theconqueredcultureisalwaysopen

tobeappropriated.Thenativesstartmimickingtheirmatters.PinkyMadam’scommentonthe

behaviourofHalwaiisareplicaofmindsetupandview oftheWesttowardstheEast,“Stop

scratchingyourgroinwithyourlefthand…Youaresofilthy!Lookatyou,lookatyourteeth,look

atyourclothes!Thereisredpaanalloveryourteeth,andtherereddropsonyourshirt-it’s

disgusting.”(Adiga146) PinkyMadam,whohadgrownupandlivedinUS,hadbecome

Westernised,findsHalwaitobedisgusting.Halwaiisshakenandstartsaccusinghisparents:

Whyhadmyfathernevertoldmenottoscratchmygroin?Whyhadmyfathernever

taughtmetobrushmyteethinmilkyfoam?Whyhadheraisedmetolivelikeananimal?

Whydoallthepoorliveamidsuchfilth,suchugliness?...

Ifonlyamancouldspithispastoutsoeasily.(Adiga151)

HalwaistartcopyingtheclothingandlivingstyleofMr.Ashok.Thoughhedoesnotwanttobe

anexactcopyoftheEnglishmanbuthewanttobemorelikehismasterandlandlordMr.Ashok.

Hehadstoppedscratchingisgroin,chewingpaan,buysblackT-ShirtandblackshoeslikeMr.

Ashok.‘Mall’s’inIndiahasbeenanotherplacewhichdiscriminatesbetwtherichandpoor.The

poorisnormallynotallowedtoenterinit.Themallraisesasenseofinferioritycomplexamong

thepoor.However,Halwai,whoisscaredofbeingstoppedandpunishedtoenterthemallbut

darestoenterit.

Halwaihadarebellioussoulthatcannotbecoweddown.Heisamanplanninglikehisfather.

Hehadunderstoodthewayoftheworldandhow tomanagethethingsinit.Heisreadyto

sacrificeorpaythepricetoescapefrom theCoop.HemurdersMr.Ashokandisonrun.Heis

wantedbythepolicebutremainsoutofthecatch.Moreover,hisfamilyhadtopaythepriceforit.

AfterreachingtoBanglore,Halwaiwenttoatempleandperformedthelastritesofhisfamily

membersbecauseheknewthathiswillbepunishedbythelandlords.

LikeRohintonMistry,Adigadoesnotmakehischaractertobeavictim andsurferonly.Buthe

makeshim amanwhokillshismasterandbecomesanentrepreneur.HestartedTaxiservice

andbecametheowneroftwentysixTaxis.HebroughthisnephewtoBangloretolivewithhim.

Hehadadmittedhim inan“Englishschool”wherehelearnsandpronounces“Pizza”inEnglish

“likearichman’sson.”ToachievethislibertyandsocialstatusbothHalwaiandhisnephewhad

tobearthetraumaofthelossofthefamily.Though,Halwaihasbecomeanentrepreneurand

owneroftwentysixTaxisbuthasnotbecomecruellikethelandlords.Herespectsthepeopleof

theDarkness.Hestandswiththem andintheirneed.Oneofhisdriverscommitsaccidenttoa

poorboy.Halwai,doesnottrytorunawayfrom theresponsibilitylikeMr.Ashok.Hedoesnottry

totraphsdriverbuthetakestheresponsibilityonhimself.Thoughhemanagesthepoliceand
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comesoutbuthevisitsthebereavedfamily.Hehandsovertwentyfivethousandtotheparents

andoffersachoicetothem tosendtheirothersontohishomesohemayemployhim.

‘Firstofall,Iwanttoexpressmydeepsorrow atthedeathofyourson.Havinglost

relativesmyself-somanyofthem-Iknowthepainthatyouhavesuffered.Heshouldhave

notdied.

‘Secondthefaultismine.Notthedrivers.Thepolicehaveletmeoff.Thatisthewayof

thisjunglewelivein.ButIacceptmyresponsibility.Iaskforyourforgiveness’…

‘Therearetwenty-fivethousandrupeesinhere.IdonotgiveittoyoubecauseIhaveto,

butbecauseIwantto.Doyouunderstand?’…

‘Iwanttohelpyourotherson.’Isaid‘Heisabraveboy.Hestoopuptothepolicethe

othernight.Hecancomeandbeadriverwithmeifyouwant.Iwilltakecareofhim ifyou

want.’(Adiga312)

CONCLUSION

TheWhiteTigerischargedofapocryphalcharacterisation.However,Halwai,cannotbecalledan

imaginary.Heisavoiceofmass,multitudes.Hisnarrationandstorymaynotbetrueinall

respect but he represents the voice of subalterns,downtrodden,exploited,deprived,

appropriated,disempowered,devaluated,powerless,domesticated,accommodated,dominated

andcontrolled. Thewestdisempowered,underdeveloped,controlled,humiliated,dislocated,

discriminateddevaluatedtheEast,andinthesamemannerthelandlordsinIndiatreatedthe

subalterns.Halwai,isanessentialvoiceofsubalternsandheshowsthepathofliberationto

them.ThemosttroublingpartofthenovelisthatthetheliberalmasterMr.Ashokiskilled,while

theRaven,Mangoose,StorkandtheBuffalo,whopromotedfeudalism anddiscriminationremain

untouched.Thesituationofsocietycreated‘anangry’manwhoisavoiceofcommonpeople.

Modernity,provide an opportunityto overcome and raise hisvoice againstthe injustices

performedbythehaves.

ThedarknesswhereBalram’sstorybeginsisarealitythathasbeen writtenoverand

removedfrom mediacoverageandpublicapprehension.TheIndiathatBalram Narrates

isnotamindset…butratherasiteofconcretelives,ofthemillionswhoarebystandersin

theprogressofShiningIndia.(Joseph74)

Adiga’sTheWhiteTigerasacritiqueofPostcolonialIndiaandUnderdevelopmentexposesthe

layersofsuppressionanditsharmfuleffectuponthepsycheandpersonalityofthesubalterns.

AdigabrilliantlyputhislanguageintothemouthofHalwai.Heachievessuccessinvoicingthe
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subalterns,wherethesocietyisforcedtolistentothem andnottoignore.
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