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Abstract:

This paper explores the concept of Ecohumanism in the poetry of two prominent literary figures: William
Wordsworth, an English Romantic poet, and Rabindranath Tagore, the renowned Indian poet, philosopher, and
Nobel laureate. Ecohumanism, as an interdisciplinary approach, emphasizes the interconnection between
humans and nature, integrating human values with ecological perspectives. The paper analyses selected poems
by both poets to examine how their works express this synergy between nature and humanity. The discussion
will focus on the representation of nature in their poetry, the human-nature relationship, and the overarching
philosophical implications of Ecohumanism. Through a comparative study, this paper aims to highlight the
shared and divergent views between the two poets on ecological and humanistic concerns, emphasizing their
contributions to the discourse on the environment, nature, and human existence.
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INTRODUCTION:

The 21st century has seen a resurgence of interest in the relationship between humans and the environment,
spurred by mounting ecological crises such as climate change, deforestation, and the depletion of natural
resources. In response to these challenges, Ecohumanism has emerged as a field that seeks to balance the needs
of human societies with the well-being of the natural world. It calls for a deep understanding of the
interdependency between humanity and nature, promoting a vision of ecological sustainability that is rooted
in human ethics, culture, and practices. Ecohumanism, a term coined by Robert Tapp in 2002, combines
humanistic and environmentalist perspectives, emphasizing the integration of human values with ecological
awareness. Although the term “Ecohumanism” is relatively recent, many literary works from the past contain
themes that resonate with this contemporary approach. Two such poets who embody an early ecological
consciousness are William Wordsworth, a key figure of the English Romantic movement, and Rabindranath
Tagore, a towering intellectual of modern India. Both poets are known for their profound engagement with

nature and its significance for human life, making their works ideal for a study of Ecohumanism in literature.
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This paper examines the poetry of Wordsworth and Tagore, specifically their interactions with nature, the
human spirit, and the philosophical underpinnings of Ecohumanism. By analyzing select poems from both
poets, this paper will explore how their works advocate for a harmonious existence between humanity and the
environment, offering insights into the ethical and ecological dimensions of their respective worldviews.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

A close study of the poems of William Wordsworth and Rabindranath Tagore has been undertaken. Secondary
sources dealing with the literary theory of Ecohumanism have been referred through various journals and
books. Attempts have been made to study the poems of William Wordsworth and Rabindranath Tagore in the
context of Ecohumanism to discuss the idea of Human-Nature Relationships.

DISCUSSION:

Wordsworth’s Ecohumanism: A Reflection of the Romantic Ideals: William Wordsworth’s poetry is imbued
with a reverence for nature that mirrors the Romantic era's fascination with the natural world. His works convey
a deep sense of connection between the human soul and nature’s landscapes, framing nature not just as a
physical entity but as a spiritual force that shapes and nourishes human beings. Wordsworth’s engagement
with nature is not merely aesthetic; it is philosophical and reflective, often seeking to explore the moral and
spiritual lessons that nature imparts to humankind. In his iconic poem “Lines Composed a Few Miles Above
Tintern Abbey”, Wordsworth contemplates the transformative power of nature over the human psyche. The
speaker, revisiting a site of his past experiences, reflects on how nature has guided him towards moral and
emotional clarity. He asserts that nature has provided a deeper understanding of self and the universe, and he
draws a distinction between the materialism of urban life and the tranquility found in the natural world. In
“Lines composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey”, Wordsworth vividly illustrates his reverence for nature,
stating: “For I have learned/ to look on nature, not as in the hour/of thoughtless youth; but hearing oftentimes/
The still, sad music of humanity”. (Wordsworth, II. 88-91).

Here, he portrays nature as a guiding force that educates and elevates human consciousness. This exemplifies
Ecohumanism by showing how deep reflection upon the natural world can lead to moral and spiritual growth.
This relationship between nature and the individual in Wordsworth’s work echoes the principles of
Ecohumanism, which advocates for the nurturing and development of human values in tandem with an
ecological consciousness. Nature, for Wordsworth, becomes a teacher, one that communicates wisdom through
its beauty and tranquility. Through this connection, humans can realize their higher potential and foster a more
ethical approach to living. Another key example is “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”, in which Wordsworth
extols the healing power of nature. The poem celebrates the experience of encountering a field of daffodils,
which leaves a lasting impression on the poet's mind. The image of the daffodils, vibrant and lively, serves as
a reminder of the restorative and transformative power of nature, suggesting a spiritual connection between
humans and the earth that transcends the material world. In “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud”, Wordsworth
writes: “They flash upon that inward eye/ which is the bliss of solitude” (Wordsworth, II. 21-22). These lines
encapsulate the healing power of nature, emphasizing its ability to soothe and rejuvenate the human spirit,
which is central to Ecohumanist thought.

Through these poems, Wordsworth emphasizes the need for human beings to preserve their bond with nature
in order to retain their emotional and spiritual well-being. His poetry embodies a Ecohumanist perspective,
where the human soul and the natural world are seen as interdependent, and human flourishing is achieved
through the protection and reverence of nature.
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Tagore’s Vision of Ecohumanism: Nature as a Divine Partner: Rabindranath Tagore, although influenced by
Western Romanticism, incorporates a distinct philosophical and spiritual perspective rooted in his Indian
cultural and religious context. Tagore’s worldview is deeply intertwined with the Hindu notion of the divine
presence within nature, where nature is viewed not only as a physical reality but as a manifestation of the
divine. In “The Gardener” and “The Poet’s Religion”, Tagore expresses the intimate connection between
humans and nature through the lens of spirituality. Nature, in these poems, is portrayed as a divine partner, one
that guides and nurtures the human soul. In “The Gardener”, he reflects: “Your voice, my only delight, passes
through the noiseless path of the sky”(Tagore,16). This portrays nature as a companion, intertwining spiritual
fulfillment with the ecological ethos of mutual respect and coexistence. Tagore, much like Wordsworth,
presents nature as a means through which human beings can attain enlightenment and understanding. However,
in contrast to Wordsworth’s more secular perspective, Tagore views nature as a living, breathing entity that is
inseparable from the divine. In “The Crescent Moon”, Tagore reflects on the natural world through the eyes
of children, suggesting that the purest form of communion with nature exists when individuals embrace a
childlike wonder and innocence. This theme of innocence is a recurring motif in Tagore’s work, where he
suggests that humanity’s loss of this pure connection to nature leads to spiritual and ecological dissonance.
Tagore’s emphasis on innocence reflects a broader critique of industrialization and modernization, where
human beings have become detached from nature, losing sight of its inherent value and sacredness. Tagore
also explores the theme of human-nature reciprocity in “Where the Mind is Without Fear”. In this poem, he
envisions a world in which human beings are liberated from fear, oppression, and ignorance—qualities that
prevent them from recognizing the deep connection between their spiritual well-being and the natural
environment. Tagore’s ideal society is one in which humans live in harmony with nature, fostering peace,
wisdom, and understanding through this connection. In “Where the Mind is Without Fear”, Tagore envisions
a harmonious world: “Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection”(Tagore,I1.6). This line
connects humanity's moral aspirations to a state of ecological and spiritual unity, critiquing industrialization
while urging a return to balance. In his poetry, Tagore positions humans as stewards of the earth, advocating
for a relationship that respects nature’s sanctity while also recognizing humanity’s responsibility to nurture
and protect it. This reflects a key tenet of Ecohumanism, which calls for a balance between human needs and
ecological sustainability.

Comparative Analysis: Shared and Divergent Views: Despite their different cultural and philosophical
contexts, Wordsworth and Tagore share significant common ground in their understanding of the human-nature
relationship. Both poets view nature as a source of wisdom, moral guidance, and spiritual growth. They assert
that humanity’s well-being is intrinsically linked to the preservation and respect for the natural world, and they
emphasize the need for a harmonious coexistence between humans and nature. However, there are notable
differences in their approaches. Wordsworth’s Romanticism often emphasizes the solitary individual’s
interaction with nature, focusing on personal introspection and emotional communion with the natural world.
Tagore, on the other hand, emphasizes the collective human experience, viewing nature through a spiritual and
community-centered lens. While both poets advocate for the protection of nature, Tagore’s worldview is more
explicitly intertwined with the divine and collective human responsibility, while Wordsworth’s focus is
primarily on the individual’s emotional and moral journey. Despite these differences, both poets contribute to
a broader Ecohumanist perspective by emphasizing the spiritual and ethical dimensions of nature and human
existence.
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CONCLUSION:

William Wordsworth and Rabindranath Tagore, through their respective poetic traditions, offer profound
insights into the human-nature relationship that resonate with the modern concept of Ecohumanism. Both poets
advocate for an ecological consciousness rooted in spiritual, emotional, and ethical values, underscoring the
need for humanity to reconnect with the natural world. Through their works, Wordsworth and Tagore call for
arecognition of the interdependence between humans and nature, offering a vision of a harmonious coexistence
where human flourishing is intrinsically tied to the well-being of the environment. Their poetry serves as a
reminder that, in the face of contemporary ecological crises, the wisdom of the past can guide us towards a
more sustainable and compassionate future.
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