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Abstract: This project work proposes a feature-matching method for contactless and cost-effective 3D f
ingerprint reconstruction. The approach consists of four key steps: preprocessing, feature extraction,
matching, and postprocessing. In the preprocessing stage, the touchless f ingerprint image is segmented from
the background based on skin colour and enhanced using a combination of Short-Time Fourier Transform
(STFT) and Retinex methods to improve ridge valley contrast. Next, ridge maps are extracted by binarizing
and thinning the enhanced f ingerprint, followed by minutiae extraction using a template-based approach
commonly applied to contact-based fingerprints. The matching step involves constructing a minutiae
descriptor based on the Histogram of Oriented Gradients (HOG) across nine sub-regions, enabling accurate
minutiae matching. Additionally, ridges associated with corresponding minutiae are matched based on
established correspondences. Finally, constraints such as f ingerprint type and relative position are applied to
eliminate false matches. Experimental results demonstrate that the proposed algorithm achieves robust
minutiae matching even with low ridge-valley contrast in contactless fingerprints. Moreover, ridge matching

yields promising results, despite minor errors caused by differences in extracted ridge m

Index terms: This project work proposes a feature-matching method for contactless and cost-effective 3D f

ingerprint reconstruction.

The approach consists of four key steps: preprocessing, feature extraction, matching, and postprocessing. In
the preprocessing stage, the touchless f ingerprint image is segmented from the background based on skin
colour and enhanced using a combination of Short-Time Fourier Transform (STFT) and Retinex methods to
improve ridge valley contrast. Next, ridge maps are extracted by binarizing and thinning the enhanced f
ingerprint, followed by minutiae extraction using a template-based approach commonly applied to contact-
based fingerprints. The matching step involves constructing a minutiae descriptor based on the Histogram of
Oriented Gradients (HOG) across nine sub-regions, enabling accurate minutiae matching. Additionally, ridges
associated with corresponding minutiae are matched based on established correspondences. Finally,

constraints such as f ingerprint type and relative position are applied to eliminate false matches. Experimental

IJCRT2503796 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | 0882


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 3 March 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882
results demonstrate that the proposed algorithm achieves robust minutiae matching even with low ridge-valley

contrast in contactless fingerprints.

The approach consists of four key steps: preprocessing, feature extraction, matching, and postprocessing. In
the preprocessing stage, the touchless f ingerprint image is segmented from the background based on skin
colour and enhanced using a combination of Short-Time Fourier Transform (STFT) and Retinex methods to
improve ridge valley contrast. Next, ridge maps are extracted by binarizing and thinning the enhanced f
ingerprint, followed by minutiae extraction using a template-based approach commonly applied to contact-
based fingerprints. The matching step involves constructing a minutiae descriptor based on the Histogram of
Oriented Gradients (HOG) across nine sub-regions, enabling accurate minutiae matching. Additionally, ridges
associated with corresponding minutiae are matched based on established correspondences. Finally,
constraints such as f ingerprint type and relative position are applied to eliminate false matches. Experimental
results demonstrate that the proposed algorithm achieves robust minutiae matching even with low ridge-valley
contrast in contactless fingerprints.

. INTRODUCTION
Fingerprints are among the most reliable & unique biometric features, making them the most widely used

biometric modality in security & law enforcement worldwide. Nearly all law enforcement agencies rely on
fingerprint recognition due to its high accuracy & stability over t ime. However, traditional fingerprint
recognition systems rely on touch based techniques, requiring individuals to press their fingers against hard
surfaces like glass or silicon. This contact based approach introduces several challenges, including
deformations & distortions in the fingerprint images due to variations in finger pressure & placement.
Additionally, the quality of captured fingerprints deteriorates when the skin comes into contact with the sensor
while being affected by moisture, sweat residues, or dirt. These factors contribute to inconsistencies in
fingerprint data, leading to potential recognition errors. Moreover, touch based fingerprint acquisition raises
hygiene concerns, as the sensor surface accumulates latent fingerprints, creating a security risk by leaving
behind identifiable impressions. In contrast, contactless fingerprint recognition systems address these
limitations while offering additional advantages. These systems eliminate physical contact, thereby preserving
the natural shape & structure of the fingerprint without distortions. Furthermore, they can capture
supplementary fingerprint information, including skin color & three dimensional (3D) structural details,
which have the potential to enhance accuracy, usability, & acceptance in real world applications. Due to these
advantages, contactless fingerprint recognition has gained significant attention from researchers, leading to a
growing body of work dedicated to refining & improving its methodologies. Contactless fingerprint
recognition methods can be broadly categorized into two approaches: two dimensional (2D) & three
dimensional (3D) techniques, depending on the type of data utilized during the recognition process. 2D
methods typically rely on a single camera to capture fingerprint images, after which dedicated algorithms
reconstruct a touch equivalent f ingerprint image. These methods often incorporate feature extraction &
matching techniques adapted from conventional touch based recognition systems. While 2D methods are
widely used, they do not fully capture the depth & texture variations of a fingerprint, which can sometimes

result in lower accuracy. On the other hand, 3D fingerprint recognition techniques offer a more
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comprehensive representation by capturing the depth information of fingerprint ridges & valleys. These
methods can be further classified into multiple view approaches, laser scanning techniques, & structured light
methods. Each of these approaches has distinct advantages & drawbacks. Multiple view methods generally
involve capturing fingerprint images from different angles using multiple cameras or a single camera
operating sequentially from various viewpoints. This approach is cost effective but often exhibits lower
accuracy compared to other 3D techniques. Laser scanning provides high resolution 3D fingerprint images;
however, it is expensive & time consuming, making it less practical for large scale applications. Structured
light imaging, which involves projecting patterned light onto the fingerprint surface & analyzing distortions,
achieves high accuracy while maintaining a moderate cost. Despite its effectiveness, structured light imaging
Is time intensive & challenging to maintain in a stable manner. Given the trade offs associated with each
technique, multiple view methods emerge as the most viable option for 3D fingerprint recognition,
particularly when considering factors such as cost, ease of use, & device complexity. Multiple view 3D
fingerprint recognition techniques capture fingerprint images from different perspectives using either multiple
cameras operating simultaneously or a single camera sequentially. After acquiring these images, the system
reconstructs the finger’s surface points in a 3D space using stereo vision principles. One of the critical steps in
this process is identifying feature points & establishing correspondences between them across different
images. A variety of feature extraction & matching methods exist for analyzing structured & textured images,
& these approaches have demonstrated strong performance in many applications. However, applying them
directly to contactless fingerprint images often yields suboptimal results.
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. LITERATURE SURVEY

1. Introduction to Biometric Authentication Biometric authentication has become a widely adopted security
measure due to its ability to provide unique and tamper-resistant identity verification. Among various
biometric traits, fingerprint recognition has emerged as the most reliable and cost-effective method due to its
distinctive ridge patterns, ease of acquisition, and high verification accuracy. Traditional fingerprint
recognition systems, however, rely on contact-based sensing technologies, which pose challenges related to
hygiene, sensor degradation, and feature distortion due to pressure variations (Maltoni et al., 2020). To
overcome these limitations, researchers have explored contactless fingerprint acquisition techniques that
capture fingerprint features remotely using cameras or non-contact sensors. While contactless methods
enhance usability and eliminate contamination risks, they introduce new challenges such as perspective
distortions, feature misalignment, and inconsistent ridge visibility (Jain & Kumar, 2019). Furthermore, the
absence of depth information in 2D contactless images limits the ability to extract a high-fidelity fingerprint

representation, necessitating the development of 3D fingerprint reconstruction techniques.

2. Evolution of Contact-Based and Contactless Fingerprint Recognition 2.1 Contact-Based Fingerprint
Recognition Traditional fingerprint recognition systems rely on direct physical contact with a sensor to
capture ridge structures. Several techniques have been employed: Optical Sensors: Use light reflection and
refraction to detect fingerprint ridges (Jain et al., 2016). Capacitive Sensors: Measure electrical conductivity
between ridges and valleys to create an image (Maio et al., 2018). Ultrasonic Sensors: Utilize high-frequency
sound waves to penetrate the skin’s surface for an accurate 3D fingerprint scan (Wang & Tang, 2021). Despite
their accuracy, these sensors suffer from hygiene concerns, wear and tear, sensor contamination, and spoofing
risks. Additionally, distortions caused by pressure variations, sweat, and environmental conditions reduce
feature consistency, making contact-based systems less robust in uncontrolled environments (Ross et al.,
2020). 2.2 Contactless Fingerprint Recognition The rise of contactless biometrics has led to the development
of optical and computational approaches to capture fingerprints without physical interaction. Contactless
fingerprint acquisition primarily relies on RGB cameras, depth sensors, and infrared imaging to reconstruct
fingerprint ridge patterns. However, challenges such as perspective distortions, uneven lighting conditions,
and inconsistent ridge visibility limit their effectiveness (Zhang et al., 2022). Researchers have attempted to
address these challenges by: Normalizing captured images using geometric transformations (Yoon & Jain,
2021). Enhancing ridge contrast through image preprocessing techniques like Retinex and Short-Time Fourier
Transform (STFT) (Wang et al., 2023). Employing deep learning models to reconstruct fingerprint details
from multiple viewpoints (Khan et al., 2021). While these advancements improve contactless fingerprint
recognition, lack of depth information and the difficulty of feature extraction from unconstrained finger

positions remain major challenges.

3. 3D Fingerprint Reconstruction Techniques The concept of 3D fingerprint reconstruction has gained
significant attention in biometric research due to its ability to capture depth information and improve feature
integrity. Traditional 3D fingerprint scanning methods rely on structured light, stereo vision, and laser-based

depth measurement to create high-resolution fingerprint models (Tang et al., 2019). Existing approaches to 3D
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fingerprint reconstruction include: Structured Light Techniques: Use projected patterns to calculate depth

variations across fingerprint ridges (Kumar & Zhang, 2020). Stereo Vision-Based Methods: Employ multiple
camera views to generate a 3D model (Chen & Gao, 2021). Depth-Sensing with Time-of-Flight Cameras:
Measure light reflection delay to infer depth information (Huang et al., 2022). Although these methods
significantly improve accuracy, they require specialized hardware, high computational resources, and precise

calibration, making them costly and impractical for widespread deployment.

4. Feature Matching and Minutiae Extraction Challenges Feature matching in fingerprint recognition relies on
extracting distinctive minutiae points (ridge endings, bifurcations, and ridge flow patterns). Traditional
minutiae-based matching algorithms perform well in contact-based settings but struggle in contactless and 3D
reconstruction environments due to: Perspective and Scale Variations: Feature alignment issues caused by
varying finger orientations (Nguyen et al., 2020). Ridge Clarity and Noise Artifacts: Loss of details due to
motion blur and uneven illumination (Park et al., 2021). Computational Complexity: Matching 3D
fingerprints requires point cloud alignment and feature descriptor computation, making real-time processing
challenging (Liu & Chen, 2022). Several studies propose hybrid matching models that combine: A. Histogram
of Oriented Gradients (HOG) for ridge texture analysis. B. Deep learning-based feature descriptors to enhance
robustness. C. Geometric transformation-based feature alignment to improve accuracy. While these methods
show promise, achieving high-speed and high-accuracy feature matching for contactless 3D fingerprints

remains an open challenge.

5. Advances in Deep Learning and Al for 3D Fingerprint Matching Recent advancements in artificial
intelligence and deep learning have introduced novel approaches to feature extraction and fingerprint
matching. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and Transformer-based architectures have demonstrated
superior performance in biometric recognition tasks (Rahman et al., 2023). Some notable deep learning-based
approaches include: Autoencoders for fingerprint denoising and enhancement. Generative Adversarial
Networks (GANS) for realistic fingerprint reconstruction. Transformer-based feature embeddings for cross-
domain fingerprint matching. However, deep learning models require large-scale training datasets,
computational power, and careful hyperparameter tuning to perform optimally in real-world applications.

6. Summary of Literature Findings and Research Gaps There is a strong need for a cost-effective, accurate,
and scalable 3D fingerprint reconstruction system that utilizes advanced feature-matching techniques while
reducing computational overhead. Based on the reviewed literature, key findings and research gaps in
contactless 3D fingerprint reconstruction include: A. Existing 3D reconstruction techniques are accurate but
expensive and computationally demanding. B. Contactless fingerprint recognition methods lack depth
information and are sensitive to perspective distortions. C. Feature extraction algorithms struggle with
inconsistent ridge visibility and alignment errors. D. Deep learning models show promise but require further

optimization for real-time applications.
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METHODOLOGIES
The proposed contactless 3D fingerprint recognition system follows a structured methodology, incorporating

image processing, feature extraction, 3D reconstruction, and biometric authentication.

1. Data Collection & Preprocessing:
e The system captures multi-view fingerprint images using a standard optical camera.
e Preprocessing techniques such as contrast enhancement, noise removal, and ridge enhancement are applied

to improve image quality.

2. Feature Extraction:
e Minutiae-based features are extracted using thinning algorithms and ridge flow analysis.
e Histogram of Oriented Gradients (HOG) descriptors and deep learning-based feature maps refine feature

representations.

3. Feature Matching Algorithm:
e Minutiae-based alignment is performed using spatial and geometric constraints.
e A ridge-guided correspondence strategy enhances matching accuracy.

e False match elimination is applied using probabilistic models and transformation constraints.

4. 3D Reconstruction Process:

e The system employs depth estimation techniques (shape-from-shading, structured light analysis) to generate
a 3D ridge map.

e Multi-view images are fused to create an accurate depth-aware fingerprint model. 5. Authentication and
Performance Evaluation:

e The reconstructed 3D fingerprint is compared against stored biometric templates using feature-based
similarity scoring.

e The system’s accuracy is evaluated based on: o False Acceptance Rate (FAR) & False Rejection Rate

(FRR) o Equal Error Rate (EER) o Computation Time and Real-Time Performance.
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FLOWCHART:

A flowchart is a graphical representation of a process, system, or algorithm, depicting the steps and decisions
involved in completing a task. Flowcharts use standardized symbols to represent different types of actions or
steps, providing a clear and visual understanding of how a process flows from start to finish. These diagrams
are widely used in various fields, including software development, business process modeling, and project
management, to illustrate workflows, identify potential bottlenecks, and improve efficiency. Symbols used in
Flowcharts: Process: The process symbol represents any step in the process where an action is performed.
This is typically depicted as a rectangle. Decision: The decision symbol is used to represent a point in the
process where a decision must be made. It is typically depicted as a diamond shape. Input/Output: The
input/output symbol represents the input or output of data in the process. This symbol is usually depicted as a
parallelogram. Start/End: The start/end symbol is used to represent the beginning or end of a process. It is
typically depicted as an oval. Arrow: Arrows are used to show the flow of the process from one step to the

next. They indicate the direction in which the process progresses.
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HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS For the project to be successful, high-performance computing resources
are required in order to adequately manage the extensive computations that are required for training and
verifying the deep learning model. The hardware requirement specifies each interface of the software
elements and the hardware elements of the system. These hardware requirements include configuration

characteristics. A minimal setup consists of the following:

CPU: Intel Core i5 or AMD Ryzen 5 (or equivalent)

RAM: 8 GB

GPU: NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1660 or higher (or equivalent GPU with CUDA support)
Storage: 256 GB SSD or larger for fast data access

SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS The software requirements specify the use of all required software products
like data management system. The required software product specifies the numbers and version. Each
interface specifies the purpose of the interfacing software as related to this software product.

Programming Language: Python

Deep Learning Frameworks: TensorFlow, PyTorch

Computer Vision Libraries: OpenCV, PIL (Pillow)

Feature Extraction & Image Processing: Scikit-image, SciPy

Data Processing: Pandas, NumPy, Scikit-learn

Visualization: Matplotlib, Seaborn

Optimization & Mathematical Computing: SciPy, SymPy

SYSTEM TESTING

The purpose of testing is to discover errors. Testing is the process of trying to discover every conceivable
fault or weakness in a work product. It provides a way to check the functionality of components,
subassemblies, assemblies and/or a finished product It is the process of exercising software with the intent of
ensuring that the Software system meets its requirements and user expectations and does not fail in an

unacceptable manner. There are various types of test. Each test type addresses a specific testing requirement.

TYPES OF TESTING

Unit testing Unit testing involves the design of test cases that validate that the internal program logic is
functioning properly, and that program inputs produce valid outputs. All decision branches and internal code
flow should be validated. It is the testing of individual software units of the application .it is done after the
completion of an individual unit before integration. This is a structural testing, that relies on knowledge of its
construction and is invasive. Unit tests perform basic tests at component level and test a specific business

process, application, and/or system configuration. Unit tests ensure that each unique path of a business process
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performs accurately to the documented specifications and contains clearly defined inputs and expected results.

Integration testing Integration tests are designed to test integrated software components to determine if they
actually run as one program. Testing is event driven and is more concerned with the basic outcome of screens
or fields. Integration tests demonstrate that although the components were individually satisfaction, as shown
by successfully unit testing, the combination of components is correct and consistent. Integration testing is
specifically aimed at exposing the problems that arise from the combination of components. Functional test
Functional tests provide systematic demonstrations that functions tested are available as specified by the
business and technical requirements, system documentation, and user manuals. Functional testing is centered
on the following items:

Valid Input : identified classes of valid input must be accepted.

Invalid Input : identified classes of invalid input must be rejected.

Functions : identified functions must be exercised.

Output : identified classes of application outputs must be exercised.

Systems/Procedures: interfacing systems or procedures must be invoked. Organization and preparation of
functional tests is focused on requirements, key functions, or special test cases. In addition, systematic
coverage pertaining to identify Business process flows; data fields, predefined processes, and successive
processes must be considered for testing. Before functional testing is complete, additional tests are identified
and the effective value of current tests is determined. System Testing: System testing ensures that the entire
integrated software system meets requirements. It tests a configuration to ensure known and predictable
results. An example of system testing is the configuration oriented system integration test. System testing is
based on process descriptions and flows, emphasizing pre-driven process links and integration points. White
Box Testing White Box Testing is a testing in which in which the software tester has knowledge of the inner
workings, structure and language of the software, or at least its purpose. It is purpose. It is used to test areas
that cannot be reached from a black box level. Black Box Testing Black Box Testing is testing the software
without any knowledge of the inner workings, structure or language of the module being tested. Black box
tests, as most other kinds of tests, must be written from a definitive source document, such as specification or
requirements document, such as specification or requirements document. It is a testing in which the software
under test is treated, as a black box .you cannot “see” into it. The test provides inputs and responds to outputs
without considering how the software works. Unit Testing Unit testing is usually conducted as part of a
combined code and unit test phase of the software lifecycle, although it is not uncommon for coding and unit
testing to be conducted as two distinct phases. Test strategy and approach Field testing will be performed
manually and functional tests will be written in detail. Test objectives e All field entries must work properly. o
Pages must be activated from the identified link. e The entry screen, messages and responses must not be
delayed. o Verify that the entries are of the correct format e No duplicate entries should be allowed e All links
should take the user to the correct page. Integration Testing Software integration testing is the incremental
integration testing of two or more integrated software components on a single platform to produce failures
caused by interface defects. The task of the integration test is to check that components or software

applications, e.g. components in a software system or — one stepup — software applications at the company
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level — interact without error. Test Results: All the test cases mentioned above passed successfully. No defects
encountered. Acceptance Testing User Acceptance Testing is a critical phase of any project and requires

significant participation by the end user. It also ensures that the system meets the functional requirements

CONCLUSION

This project introduces a feature matching method for contactless and low-cost 3D fingerprint reconstruction.
The approach comprises four key stages: pre-processing, feature extraction, feature matching, and post-
processing. During pre-processing, fingerprint images are segmented from the background and enhanced. In
the feature extraction phase, minutiae and ridges are extracted following binarization and thinning. Feature
matching begins with aligning minutiae based on the proposed feature descriptor, followed by ridge matching
guided by minutiae correspondences. Post-processing involves eliminating false matches by applying
constraints such as relative position. Experimental results demonstrate that the proposed method effectively
matches minutiae, even under challenging conditions like low ridge-valley contrast and non-uniform
illumination in contactless fingerprint images. This enhances the robustness of the preprocessing and the
reliability of the feature descriptor. The minutiae-guided ridge matching also yields promising results;
however, some false matches persist. These are primarily due to variations in ridge length caused by fractures
or bifurcations during extraction. Future research will focus on enhancing ridge matching performance by

leveraging ridge trends, gray-value distributions, and additional constraints..
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FUTURE SCOPE

The field of contactless 3D fingerprint recognition continues to evolve, with several promising directions for
future research and enhancement. The future of contactless and low-cost 3D fingerprint recognition lies in the
seamless integration of Al-driven methodologies, multi-modal biometrics, and real-time processing
techniques. As research progresses, the development of highly secure, adaptable, and privacy-conscious
authentication frameworks will be essential to ensure widespread adoption across law enforcement, security,
healthcare, and mobile applications. This study paves the way for next-generation biometric authentication,
ensuring that fingerprint recognition remains reliable, accessible, and future-proof in an era of digital
transformation and cybersecurity advancements. To improve matching accuracy, processing speed, and
system robustness, the following advancements can be explored:

1. Deep Learning for Feature Extraction and Matching Integrating deep learning architectures, such as
Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), Vision Transformers (ViTs), and Autoencoders, can significantly
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enhance ridge-valley feature extraction. These models can: — Learn discriminative fingerprint patterns under
varying lighting and motion conditions. — Improve minutiae and ridge detection by reducing false positives
and feature distortions. — Enable self-learning adaptive algorithms that dynamically adjust to different
fingerprint textures and orientations.

2. Graph-Based Minutiae Matching Graph-based models can be leveraged to improve minutiae
correspondence and structural integrity. By representing fingerprint patterns as graph structures, advanced
graph-matching algorithms can: — Identify global and local minutiae relationships, reducing false matches. —
Improve the robustness of ridge alignment under perspective distortions. — Enhance matching consistency in
large-scale fingerprint databases.

3. Generative Models for Fingerprint Image Enhancement Generative Adversarial Networks (GANSs) can be
utilized to: — Enhance low-contrast fingerprint images, especially in challenging acquisition conditions. —
Reconstruct missing ridge details, improving fingerprint completeness. — Generate synthetic fingerprint data
for training Al models, ensuring robust performance across diverse datasets.

4. Multi-Modal Biometric Fusion By integrating multiple biometric identifiers, future systems can achieve
higher security, fraud resistance, and user adaptability. Combining fingerprint recognition with other
biometric modalities, such as: — Palm vein recognition: Capturing vascular patterns for higher authentication
accuracy. — Iris and facial recognition: Providing a multi-layered biometric security system. — Behavioral
biometrics: Enhancing authentication with dynamic user interaction data (e.g., typing patterns, hand gestures).
5. Lightweight and Real-Time Processing Techniques To ensure real-world feasibility, future research should
focus on: — Reducing computational overhead to enable real-time processing on mobile and embedded
devices. — Optimizing algorithms for edge computing to facilitate on-device biometric authentication. —
Exploring hardware-accelerated implementations (e.g., FPGA, GPUs) for ultra-fast recognition.

6. Large-Scale Deployment and Cloud-Based Biometric Systems For practical deployment in government
and enterprise security applications, research should emphasize: — Scalable cloud-based biometric databases
for nationwide identity verification. — Privacy-preserving authentication through encryption techniques like
homomorphic encryption and federated learning. — Al-powered fraud detection systems to detect and prevent
spoofing attacks.

7. Ethical and Legal Considerations As biometric systems become more prevalent, addressing privacy
concerns, ethical implications, and regulatory compliance is crucial. Future research should focus on: —
Developing privacy-aware biometric encryption to prevent unauthorized access. — Ensuring compliance with
global data protection laws (e.g., GDPR, CCPA). — Investigating bias mitigation techniques to eliminate

racial, gender, or demographic biases in fingerprint recognition systems.
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