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 Abstract  

The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) represents a sophisticated amalgamation of philosophical inquiry, 

scientific methodology and practical application developed over millennia in the Indian subcontinent. 

This paper examines the methodological process within IKS, exploring the epistemological frameworks, 

research approaches and pedagogical methods that distinguish Indian knowledge traditions from 

Western paradigms. The research investigates the systematic processes of knowledge acquisition, 

validation, transmission and application embedded within Indian intellectual traditions, including the 

Yukti (reason) method, the epistemological framework of Pramana (means of knowledge) and the 

holistic integration of empirical observation with philosophical inquiry. Through analysis of primary 

textual traditions and contemporary scholarship, this study identifies the core methodological principles 

that characterize IKS, including experiential learning, multidisciplinary integration, contemplative 

practices and community-based knowledge transmission. The findings reveal that IKS methodology 

offers robust frameworks for addressing contemporary challenges in education, healthcare, 

sustainability and technology. This paper contributes to the growing discourse on decolonizing research 

methodologies and positions IKS as an essential resource for developing culturally grounded, holistic 

approaches to knowledge production and application in the twenty-first century. 
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1. Introduction  

The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) comprises Jnan, Vignan and Jeevan Darshan that have evolved 

out of experience, observation, experimentation and rigorous analysis over thousands of years. Since 

time immemorial, this tradition of validating and putting into practice experiential knowledge has 

impacted education, arts, administration, law, health, manufacturing and commerce across the Indian 

subcontinent. The concept of IKS has gained significant prominence in recent years, especially 

following its inclusion as a foundational pillar in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which 

mandates the incorporation of IKS as a subject in schools, colleges and higher education institutions. 

The Indian theory of knowledge or Indian epistemology attempts to provide a rational basis for 

intelligible discourse on matters of common and everyday experience. For centuries, people in India 

derived knowledge from close observation of nature and the environment, developing insights into 

sustainable agricultural practices, herbal medicine, ecosystem management, and other domains. These 
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knowledge systems, often neglected in Indian education despite their potential contribution to 

contemporary science, encompass a wealth of knowledge practices spanning mathematics, astronomy, 

medicine, philosophy and ecology. 

The contemporary relevance of IKS lies in its holistic approach, which integrates multiple dimensions 

of knowledge, including empirical observations, theoretical frameworks, experiential wisdom and 

spiritual insights. Numerous aspects of IKS have been validated through empirical research and 

scientific inquiry. For instance, Ayurveda has been subject to numerous scientific studies offering 

holistic approaches to healthcare, while the utility of yoga has been supported by growing evidence-

based research highlighting its multifaceted advantages for physical health, mental wellbeing and quality 

of life. 

This paper examines the methodological process within Indian Knowledge Systems, exploring the 

systematic approaches to knowledge acquisition, validation, transmission, and application that have 

characterized Indian intellectual traditions. By understanding IKS within their historical contexts and 

philosophical underpinnings, scholars can better appreciate India's intellectual heritage and its continued 

relevance to addressing contemporary challenges in science, medicine and philosophy. 

 

2. Objectives  

The primary objectives of this study are as follows: 

1. To examine the epistemological foundations. 

2. To identify and analyze the core methodological processes. 

3. To explore the systematic approaches. 

4. To investigate the pedagogical methodologies. 

5. To analyze the integration methodologies. 

6. To identify challenges and propose future directions. 

 

 

 3. Epistemological Foundations of IKS Methodology 

 3.1 The Indian Theory of Knowledge 

The Indian theory of knowledge, or epistemology, attempts to provide a rational basis for intelligible 

discourse on matters of common and everyday experience. Indian epistemology is fundamentally 

concerned with two core philosophical inquiries: ontology ("What is really there?") and epistemology 

("How to know it?"), known as Prameya and Pramāṇa in classical texts. This dual focus distinguishes 

IKS methodology from purely empirical approaches, integrating metaphysical understanding with 

practical knowledge acquisition. 

The epistemological framework of IKS is characterized by what scholars term "mediative flow"--a 

democratic negotiation among different epistemological frameworks that offers pathways toward 

renewed philosophical understanding. Rather than adopting a single, universal method, IKS 

methodology recognizes multiple valid paths to knowledge, each appropriate to different domains of 

inquiry. 

3.2 The Pramana Framework 

Central to IKS epistemology is the concept of Pramana, or valid means of knowledge. Classical Indian 

philosophical schools recognized multiple sources of valid knowledge, including: 

- Pratyaksa (Perception): Direct sensory experience as a source of knowledge 

- Anumana (Inference): Logical reasoning and deduction 

- Sabda (Verbal Testimony): Knowledge derived from authoritative sources, including ancient texts and 

trusted teachers 

- Upamana (Comparison): Knowledge through analogy and comparison 

- Arthapatti (Postulation): Knowledge derived from circumstantial implication 

- Anupalabdhi (Non-apprehension): Knowledge of absence through non-perception 
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This comprehensive epistemological framework provides the methodological foundation for knowledge 

acquisition across diverse domains, from scientific inquiry to philosophical investigation. 

3.3 Yukti: The Method of Reason and Logic 

The Indian approach to knowledge emphasizes Yukti (reason and logic) as a primary methodological 

tool. The power of Yukti in achieving life-goals (Dharma, Artha, Kama) and in validating knowledge is 

given primacy over Agama (authoritative texts) if contradictions arise. This indicates the dynamic and 

rational nature of IKS methodology, which values empirical validation and logical consistency alongside 

traditional authority. 

The methodology of Yukti encompasses: 

- Understanding Sastra (science) through description of Laksana (nature), verification, and testing 

- The use of observation, inference, historical records, and oral traditions as sources of knowledge 

- The dynamic nature of Siddhanta (theories), where new theories are created when older ones lose 

accuracy 

- The process of maintaining tradition through correlation of computation with observation and logical 

inference  

 

4. Core Methodological Processes in IKS 

4.1 Knowledge Acquisition and Validation 

The process of knowledge acquisition in IKS follows a systematic approach rooted in empirical 

observation and rigorous analysis. The Indian approach to science has been characterized as "Worship 

the phenomenon, not the explanation", emphasizing direct engagement with observable phenomena over 

abstract theorization. 

The methodology of knowledge validation in IKS involves multiple stages: 

1. Observation (Darshana): Systematic observation of natural phenomena 

2. Experimentation (Prayoga): Controlled testing and experimentation 

3. Analysis (Viveka): Critical analysis and discrimination 

4. Inference (Anumana): Logical deduction from observations 

5. Verification (Pramana): Validation through multiple means of knowledge 

This systematic approach is evident across diverse domains. For instance, ancient Indian astronomical 

traditions involved systematic observation of the Sun, Moon, stars, Naksatras (lunar mansions) and 

Grahas (planets), with detailed documentation of celestial rhythms including solar movements 

(Ahoratra, Ayana, Rtu, Samvatsara), lunar cycles (Tithi, Paksa, Masa), and planetary motions (visibility, 

Vakra or retrograde motion). 

 

4.2 Indian Research Methodology (IRM) 

Recent scholarly initiatives have sought to formulate the notion of Indian Research Methodology (IRM) 

from classical texts. A significant project at the University of Hyderabad, titled "Indian Research 

Methodology from Sanskrit Texts: Multidisciplinary Approaches in Higher Education Spaces," aims to 

model Indian research methodology from Ayurvedic Samhita texts and apply these theoretical 

frameworks in doctoral thesis writing to make it more comprehensive and robust. 

 

This initiative represents a significant shift toward decolonizing how research is envisioned and 

practiced in contemporary India. The project explores how traditional Indian approaches to knowledge 

construction can inform modern academic research practices, offering alternative frameworks that 

complement Western methodologies. 
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4.3 Classification and Codification Methodologies 

A distinctive feature of IKS methodology is its sophisticated approach to knowledge classification and 

codification. The system seeks to create logical connections among various knowledge components, 

improving understanding of how different aspects of expertise connect to and support one another. 

The classification structure within IKS includes: 

- Vedas: The foundational corpus of knowledge 

- Vedangas: Six auxiliary disciplines for Vedic understanding (Siksa, Vyakaranam, Chandah, Niruktam, 

Jyotisam, Kalpa) 

- Upavedas: Four applied knowledge domains (Ayurveda, Dhanurveda, Gandharvaveda, Arthaveda) 

- Upangas: Technical and scientific fields (Mimamsa, Nyaya, Dharmasastra, Purana) 

- Darsanas: Nine philosophical perspectives and approaches  

This hierarchical yet interconnected classification system provides a framework for navigating the vast 

body of IKS knowledge while maintaining logical relationships between different domains of expertise. 

 

4.4 Scale Development and Validation in IKS Research 

Contemporary research on IKS has developed robust methodological tools for assessing awareness, 

attitudes, and practices related to Indian Knowledge Systems. Khare et al. (2026) employed a 

simultaneous approach design to develop and validate a psychometric scale capturing Awareness, 

Attitude and Practice (AAP) toward IKS. 

The methodological process involved: 

1. Item Generation: Items generated from literature review, expert opinion and focus groups 

2. Content Validity Assessment: Evaluation by expert teams to ensure cultural appropriateness 

3. Pilot Study: Initial testing followed by large-scale surveys across different parts of India 

4. Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA): Determination of latent structure 

5. Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA): Testing of measurement model 

6. Reliability and Validity Analysis: Assessment of internal reliability, convergent validity and 

discriminant validity 

 

The final scale produced three main factors-- Awareness, Attitudes and Practices-- showing high 

reliability and strong evidence for convergent and discriminant validities. This research offers a 

validated approach to assessing AAP toward IKS, providing researchers, educators and policymakers 

with a practical tool for measuring perceptions and learning about IKS in curricula and programs. 

 

5. Pedagogical Methodologies in IKS 

5.1 The Gurukul System 

Education in ancient India was intrinsically linked to character building and self-realization (Atman), 

with the Gurukul system serving as the primary pedagogical framework. This system facilitated direct 

knowledge transfer through personal teacher-student relationships, nurturing cognitive, emotional and 

spiritual growth. 

Key features of the Gurukul methodology include: 

- Personalized Instruction: Individual attention based on student's capacity and aptitude 

- Experiential Learning: Learning through direct experience and practice 

- Oral Transmission: Systematic preservation and transmission of knowledge through oral traditions 

- Holistic Development: Integration of intellectual, moral and spiritual education 

- Community Integration: Learning embedded within community contexts and practices 

Institutions like Takshashila and Nalanda epitomized this educational philosophy, emphasizing 

experiential learning, ethical values and spiritual enlightenment. Takshashila, recognized as one of the 

world's earliest universities, provided education across diverse disciplines including law, astronomy, 

medicine and political science. 
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5.2 Experiential and Reflective Pedagogy 

Contemporary IKS courses employ constructive, reflective and integrative pedagogical approaches. 

These methodologies emphasize: 

- Discovery of Knowledge Structure: Helping students discover the knowledge structure existing within 

different disciplines 

- Structuring Through Process: Guiding students through processes while creating hierarchies of 

information based on IKS principles 

- Navigation of Knowledge Sources: Enabling students to navigate knowledge sources from different 

disciplines from a Vedic perspective  

 

 

5.3 Integration of Tacit and Explicit Knowledge 

IKS pedagogy recognizes two essential elements of knowledge: explicit knowledge and tacit knowledge. 

Explicit knowledge is structured and typically presented in written forms, while tacit knowledge arises 

from individual experiences, insights, observations, experimentation and analysis, often conveyed 

through oral traditions and maintained through folklore practices. 

This dual emphasis ensures that IKS methodology captures not only codified knowledge but also the 

experiential wisdom that emerges from deep engagement with practices and traditions. 

 

6. Integration Methodologies in Contemporary Contexts 

6.1 Curriculum Integration through NEP 2020 

The National Education Policy 2020 emphasizes integrating IKS in school and higher education across 

different disciplines. Education infused with IKS perspective can offer students a holistic worldview 

encompassing various facets of life, including sustainable living practices deeply ingrained within IKS. 

The University Grants Commission (UGC), in collaboration with the IKS Division of the Ministry of 

Education, has undertaken initiatives to strengthen dedicated faculty in this area through capacity-

building programs and teacher training. These trained educators receive comprehensive support, 

including access to reliable resource materials and well-structured course curricula. 

 

6.2 Digital Empowerment and Documentation 

Contemporary IKS research increasingly employs digital methodologies for documentation and 

preservation. Digital empowerment strategies aim to create universally accessible digital resources that 

capture rich cultural heritage. An innovative aspect of this methodology involves using social media for 

communication and outreach, ensuring authentic interaction with communities. 

 

6.3 Bridging IKS with Modern Technology 

Recent advancements in machine learning in India have spurred innovation across healthcare, 

agriculture, education and finance, with researchers investigating how traditional IKS such as Ayurveda, 

Yoga, Vedic mathematics and Jyotish Shastra can be integrated with modern machine learning 

methodologies to enhance their efficacy and relevance. 

This integration methodology focuses on: 

- How ancient practices can inform and refine contemporary algorithms 

- The impact of concepts from Vedas, Upanishads and traditional practices on algorithm design 

- Application of ML for practical uses in traditional Indian domains, such as yoga posture classification 

and Ayurveda diagnostics  

Vedic mathematics, for example, offers potential for optimizing computational efficiency, while 

Ayurvedic principles could contribute to personalized medical treatments. 
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6.4 Indigenous Knowledge Integration in Agriculture 

A methodological framework for incorporating indigenous knowledge systems into agricultural research 

and extension organizations provides a model for sustainable development. This framework employs 

farmer participatory methods such as transecting, participant observations and unstructured interactions 

to effectively record indigenous knowledge systems. 

The methodology documents three key components: 

1. Decision-making systems 

2. Indigenous knowledge statements 

3. Indigenous technical practices 

Multiple regression analysis techniques have been employed to identify indigenous technical practices 

that best predict productivity and sustainability factors. 

 

7. Challenges and Future Directions 

7.1 Implementation Challenges 

Despite growing recognition of IKS importance, significant challenges remain in methodological 

implementation: 

- Awareness Gaps: Many college administrators and faculty may not fully understand the importance of 

IKS  

- Resource Limitations: Lack of resources due to oral traditions and insufficient funding for IKS research 

and education  

- Resistance to Change: Hesitation in embracing change, with some viewing IKS as outdated  

- Language Barriers: IKS knowledge often conveyed in Indian languages, creating accessibility 

challenges  

- Faculty Preparedness: Insufficient qualified faculty to teach IKS courses since it is not typically 

included in university programs  

- Colonial Legacy: Historical influence that prioritized Western knowledge, making IKS integration 

difficult  

 

 

7.2 Future Methodological Developments 

Future directions for IKS methodology include: 

1. Comprehensive Digital Repositories: Development of accessible digital resources for IKS knowledge 

2. Standardized Assessment Tools: Creation of validated tools for measuring IKS awareness and 

practices 

3. Interdisciplinary Research Collaborations: Expansion of research across diverse domains 

4. Curriculum Integration Frameworks: Development of structured approaches for embedding IKS 

across higher education institutions 

5. Teacher Training Programs: Comprehensive capacity-building initiatives for IKS educators 

6. Multilingual Resource Development: Creation of study materials available in various Indian 

languages  

 

8. Conclusion  

The methodology process in Indian Knowledge Systems represents a dynamic and sophisticated 

framework that combines traditional wisdom with systematic approaches to knowledge acquisition, 

validation, transmission and application. From the epistemological foundations of Pramana and Yukti 

to the practical methodologies of classification, scale development and pedagogical integration, IKS 

offers robust frameworks that complement and enrich contemporary research practices.  

The Indian approach to knowledge is characterized by its holistic integration of multiple dimensions-- 

empirical observations, theoretical frameworks, experiential wisdom and spiritual insights. This 

comprehensive methodology has produced validated knowledge systems across diverse domains, from 
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astronomy and mathematics to medicine and agriculture, many of which have been confirmed through 

modern scientific inquiry. 

The integration of IKS into contemporary education, as mandated by NEP 2020, represents a significant 

opportunity to develop culturally grounded, holistic approaches to learning that address the complex 

challenges of the twenty-first century. By empowering educators with the necessary resources and 

knowledge, higher education institutions can effectively deliver IKS education that is comprehensive, 

accurate, and culturally inclusive. 

Rather than viewing IKS as incompatible with modern scientific methodologies, scholars and 

practitioners should study its potential to contribute to a more inclusive, diverse and dynamic scientific 

landscape. The decolonization of conceptual frameworks and methodological approaches in social 

sciences, facilitated by engagement with Indian intellectual traditions, positions IKS as an essential 

resource for democratizing philosophical dialogue across global traditions. 

As methodological frameworks continue to evolve, the integration of IKS promises to contribute 

meaningfully to sustainable development, cultural preservation and the advancement of human 

knowledge, ensuring that the richness and diversity of India's knowledge systems are preserved and 

appreciated for future generations. 
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